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Utah Crop Progress 

 
Crop Summary for the Month of March 2015 

 
Agricultural Summary: With the arrival of an early spring, producers have been busy planting crops sooner than what is typical for 

Utah. Small grain seeding was advancing at a rapid pace. Most crops were reported to be in good condition as March drew to a close, 

but summer irrigation water supply shortages are expected as some producers had started their irrigation approximately six weeks 

ahead of normal. Cow pea aphid infestations were evident in some alfalfa fields due to the abnormally mild winter. Elsewhere, ground 

squirrels had caused damage to growing alfalfa. Peach and apricot trees were in full bloom in the northwestern part of the state. The 

mild weather has not only benefitted livestock in terms of calf and lamb deaths, but has allowed producers to decrease the amount of 

supplemental feed needed. 

 

 

Crops, Livestock, and Pasture Condition 

Item 
Very 

poor 
Poor Fair Good Excellent 

Winter wheat -- 2 25 62 11 

Cattle/calves -- -- 15 72 13 

Sheep/lambs -- -- 22 72 6 

Pasture/range 1 16 49 32 2 

 

 

Crop and Livestock Progress 

Item 
Current 

week 

Previous 

month 

Previous 

year 

5-year 

average 

Barley planted 44 NA 9 21 

Cows calved 36 15 18 46 

Ewes lambed - farm 18 12 14 34 

Ewes lambed - range 5 1 2 10 

Cattle – supplemental 

feeding 
55 57 NA NA 

Sheep – supplemental 

feeding 
38 53 NA NA 

Oats planted 25 NA 6 9 

Spring wheat planted 49 NA 13 15 

NA – not available 

 

Soil Moisture Condition and Stock Water Supply 

Item 
Very 

short 
Short Adequate Surplus 

Topsoil moisture 10 52 38 -- 

Subsoil moisture 11 51 38 -- 

Hay and roughage 

supply 
-- 2 93 5 

Stock water supply 3 25 72 -- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 


